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Abstract : Literary responses to various forms of local and international oppressions can be found in all major Pakistani
languages and their academic study is crucial to understand the local creative and critical mind. However, most of them have
not yet received as much of scholarly attention as has the Anglophone Pakistani literature of this kind. One of the reasons for
this indifference is that resistance literature is usually mistaken as incidental work produced in haste and thus not a serious
subject or high art worthy of being considered critically. Literary criticism in the English language did not include this Urdu
resistance literature because most of it has not yet been translated into English, and scholars proficient in Urdu and producing
critical works in English have contented themselves to the critique of a few prominent writers of Urdu, for instance, Faiz
Ahmad Faiz and Saadat Hassan Manto. While there is no denying the fact that they hold a significant position in Pakistani
literature, the tradition of resistance is in no way limited to them. Bringing to the limelight other resistant voices from Urdu
fiction, this qualitative research employs Barbara Harlow’s framework of postcolonial resistance literature to explore the
strategy of silencing as used in twenty three short stories written between the military regime of Zia ul Haq (1977-1988) in
Pakistan. The study shows that the writers of these Urdu short stories have not only recorded various tools of silencing
employed by the oppressors but also represented various kinds of silences that were observed in the society. Moreover, they
have also depicted how this silencing was dealt with by the writers and intellectual of the time. Thus, in the light of the
analysis, it can be safely said that Urdu resistance literature notices, recounts, and theorizes silencing and silences within the
local sociopolitical condition.
Keywords : resistance literature, Urdu short fiction, Zia ul Haq, postcolonialism
Conference Title : ICLLC 2019 : International Conference on Language, Literature and Culture
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : February 14-15, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:13, No:02, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

02
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
04

58
8.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(02) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/104588.pdf

