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Abstract : More often than not, ecosystems do not follow anthropogenic political borders. Thus, transboundary environmental
protection or rehabilitation initiatives can be beneficial and at times even vital for supporting healthy ecosystems. Marine areas
demand unique considerations and challenges for such initiatives, as maritime borders tend to be less defined, less fortified
and less visible. In areas of recent conflict, cross-border environmental initiatives can also improve relations between states
and promote  peace-building efforts,  in  addition  to  their  environmental  benefits.  The current  study reviews the  current
literature on transboundary marine environmental protection initiatives that take place in these areas and focuses on joint
initiatives in Israel-Jordan and Croatia-Slovenia. In addition to factors described in the literature such as funding and third-
party involvement, findings suggest that the peripheral location of marine environmental initiatives can be beneficial for the
success of such initiatives, as well as facilitating border crossing and the extent to which such initiatives advance other
governmental goals. A sense of urgency, environmental or other, has also been found to be highly relevant to project success.
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