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Abstract : As an important method of transportation to solve the demand and supply contradiction generated in the rapid
urbanization process, urban rail traffic system has been rapidly developed over the past ten years in China. During the rapid
development, the space of urban rail Transit has encountered many problems, such as space simplification, sensory experience
dullness, and poor regional identification, etc. This paper, focus on the study of the negative space of subway station and
spatial softening, by comparing and learning from foreign cases. The article sorts out cases at home and abroad, make a
comparative study of the cases, analysis more diversified setting of public art, and sets forth propositions on the domestic type
of public art in the space of urban rail transit for reference, then shows the relationship of the spatial attribute in the space of
urban rail transit and public art form. In this foundation, it aims to characterize more diverse setting ways for public art; then
suggests the three public art forms corresponding properties, such as static presenting mode, dynamic image mode, and
spatial softening mode; finds out the method of urban public art to optimize negative space.
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