
An Overview of Water Governance and Management in the Philippines: Some
Key Findings

Authors : Sahara Piang Brahim
Abstract : This paper looks at the current state of water governance in the Philippines. It is mainly descriptive and relies on an
analysis of secondary data gathered during the author’s fieldwork as well as those found in available scholarly literature, legal
and government policy documents, reports and publicly available information on the official websites of government agencies
and  departments.  This  paper  finds  that  despite  the  Philippines  having  relatively  abundant  water  resources  due  to  its
topographical characteristics, it is facing a number of water-related problems, including the availability of water supply in light
of growing water demand, increasing population and urbanization as well as climate change. Another key finding is that the
sheer  number  of  agencies,  which  have  overlapping legal  mandates  and functions  in  relation  to  water  governance  and
management,  make  coordination,  planning  and  data  collection  difficult  especially  since  they  are  neither  vertically  nor
horizontally integrated. These findings have obvious implications for water policy and governance in the country. This study
also finds that 'predict and control' characterizes the government’s approach to water resources management and allocation.
This paper argues that taking such an approach and the existing institutional context into account is quite relevant not only in
terms of  making sense of  how decision-making and policymaking take place but  also when contemplating the kinds of
alternative governance arrangements that could address water-related issues and challenges and that might work 'best' in the
Philippines.
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