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Abstract : This paper discusses the risk of glorification trap in combating human trafficking, as it is shown in the case of
Indonesia. Based on a research on Indonesian combat against trafficking in 2017-2018, this paper shows the tendency of
misinterpretation and misapplication of the Indonesian anti-trafficking law into misusing the law for glorification, to create an
image of certain extent of achievement in combating human trafficking. The objective of this paper is to explain the persistent
occurrence of human trafficking crimes despite the significant progress of anti-trafficking efforts of Indonesian government.
The research was conducted in 2017-2018 by qualitative approach through observation, depth interviews, discourse analysis,
and document study, applying the three-dimensional model for analyzing human trafficking in the source country. This paper
argues that the drive for glorification of achievement in the combat against trafficking has trapped Indonesian government in
the loop of misinterpretation, misapplication, and misuse of the anti-trafficking law. In return, the so-called crime against
humanity remains high and tends to increase in Indonesia.
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