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Abstract  :  This  paper  proposes  and  empirically  tests  a  theoretical  model  positing  relationships  between  dispositional
optimism, emotional intelligence, and entrepreneurial intention. To author's best knowledge, this study examined for the first
time the role of dispositional optimism together with emotional intelligence as predictors of entrepreneurial intentions. The
study findings suggest that optimism may increase entrepreneurial intentions indirectly by enhancing emotional intelligence/
model formulation is based on a random survey of students (N= 227). Model parameter estimation was supported by Structural
Equation Modeling (SEM). Results indicate that students’ optimism and emotional intelligence are associated with increased
levels of entrepreneurial intention. Additionally, the present study argues that emotional intelligence mediates the positive
relationship  between  optimism  and  entrepreneurial  intention.  Theoretical  and  practical  implications  of  this  model  are
discussed.
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