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Abstract : Women empowerment in the Arab world remains a central issue in the context of development and human rights.
Akin to many societies around the globe, gender equality is yet to be achieved. This research will provide an introduction into
the current legal stand of some Arab countries in terms of gender equality and women rights in the context of family law. It will
look specifically into the recent family law in Kuwait and why many women consider it a positive step towards affirming their
rights and their needs. Depending on comparative material from the area, the research argues that whilst some countries made
efforts to promote women’s empowerment as a concept and practice throughout its policies, others have indeed some unique
journeys that reflect organic and from within evolutions. Nonetheless, these efforts are yet to reflect a comprehensive structure
that addresses women legal and political empowerment let alone social status. A contradiction in the realities of different Arab
states is nothing new since the lack of comprehensive rights-based policy making in Arab countries has contributed to the
disconnect between economic growth and development challenges.
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