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Abstract  :  Good  governance  remains  the  expectation  of  every  political  party  in  power,  especially  in  this  democratic
dispensation of the Nigerian Nation. The need to ensure that the citizenry enjoys the dividends of democracy as often promised
during various electioneering campaigns is envisioned to be the motif for different agendas and political slogans by different
administrations. Unfortunately, different political agendas towards the security of lives and properties, halting the pillage of
the economy by corrupt public officials and creation of employment opportunities for the youths, have a record of setback in
the history of political leadership and governance in Nigeria. Therefore, the paper examined the principles of Islamic theocracy
in its advocacy for a paradigm shift in the Nigerian political system, with a view to engendering good governance. Islamic
political terms such as Shūrā (mutual consultation), ‘Adālah (equality and justice), Khilāfah (succession and stewardship) Majlis
ash-Shūrā  (consultative  forum)  and  Muḥāsabah  (accountability)  were  espoused  as  sacrosanct  to  implementing  Islamic
theocracy as an alternative system of government in Nigeria. The paper concluded by being flexible on the nomenclature of the
suggested  political  system,  considering  the  multi-religious  nature  of  the  country  as  a  political  entity.  Among  other
recommendations, infusion of politics into our moral/religious system and not the other way round was considered a good step
in the direction of a political paradigm shift for ensuring good governance and guaranteeing its sustainability in Nigeria.
Keywords : Nigerian nation, democracy, good governance, Islamic theocracy, paradigm shift
Conference Title : ICIIC 2019 : International Conference on Islam and Islamic Culture
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : December 09-10, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:13, No:12, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

12
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
03

39
5.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(12) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/103395.pdf

