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Abstract : Have the advances of the Brazilian legislation reflected or have been consonant with the inclusion of PwD in higher
education? In 1990 the World Declaration on Education for All, a document organized by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), stated that the basic learning needs of people with disabilities, as they were
called, required special attention. Since then, legislation in signatory countries such as Brazil has made considerable progress
in guaranteeing, in a gradual and increasing manner, the rights of persons with disabilities to education. Principles, policies,
and practices of special educational needs were created and guided action at the regional, national and international levels on
the structure of action in Special Education such as administration, recruitment of educators and community involvement.
Brazilian  Education  Law No.  3.284  of  2003 ensures  inclusion  of  people  with  disabilities  in  Brazilian  higher  education
institutions and also in 2015 the Law 13,146/2015 - Brazilian Law on the Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (Statute of the
Person with Disabilities) regulates the inclusion of PwD by the guarantee of their rights. This study analyses data related to
people with disability inclusion in High Education in the south region of Rio de Janeiro State - Brazil during the period between
2008 and 2018, based in its correlation with the changes in the Brazilian legislation in the last ten years that were subjected by
PwD inclusion processes in the Brazilian High Education Systems. The region studied is composed by sixteen cities and this
research refers to the largest one, Volta Redonda that represents 25 percent of the total regional population. The PwD
reception process had the dicing data at the Volta Redonda University Center with 35 percent of high education students in
this territorial area. The research methodology analyzed the changes occurring in the legislation about the inclusion of people
with disability in High Education in the last ten years and its impacts on the samples of this study during the period between
2008 and 2018. It was verified an expressive increasing of the number of PwD students, from two in 2008 to 190 PwD students
in 2018. The data conclusions are presented in quantitative terms and the aim of this study was to verify the effectiveness of
the PwD inclusion in High Education, allowing visibility of this social group. This study verified that the fundamental human
rights guarantees have a strong relation to the advances of legislation and the State as a guarantor instance of the rights of the
people  with  disability  and  must  be  considered  a  mean  of  consolidation  of  their  education  opportunities  isonomy.  The
recognition of full rights and the inclusion of people with disabilities requires the efforts of those who have decision-making
power. This study aimed to demonstrate that legislative evolution is an effective instrument in the social integration of people
with disabilities. The study confirms the fundamental role of the state in guaranteeing human rights and demonstrates that
legislation not only protects the interests of vulnerable social groups, but can also, and this is perhaps its main mission, to
change behavior patterns and provoke the social transformation necessary to the reduction of inequality of opportunity.
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