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Abstract :  Dual  language immersion is  growing fast  in language teaching today.  This  study provides an overview and
evaluation of the different models of Dual language immersion programs in US K-12 schools. First, the paper provides a brief
current literature review on the theory of Dual Language Immersion (DLI) in Second Language Acquisition (SLA) studies.
Second, examples of several types of DLI language teaching models in US K-12 public schools are presented (including 50/50
models, 90/10 models, etc.). Third, we focus on the unique example of DLI education in the state of Utah, a successful, growing
program in K-12 schools that includes: French, Chinese, Spanish, and Portuguese. The project investigates the theory and
practice particularly of the case of public elementary and secondary school children that study half their school day in the L1
and the other half in the chosen L2, from kindergarten (age 5-6) through high school (age 17-18). Finally, the project takes the
observations of Utah French DLI elementary through secondary programs as a case study. To conclude, we look at the
principal challenges, pedagogical objectives and outcomes, and important implications for other US states and other countries
(such as France currently) that are in the process of developing similar language learning programs.
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