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Abstract : The establishment of a city is the result of the accumulation of local historical and cultural heritage and the
sublimation of settlements. Take history as a mirror, it’s known how the things rise and fall. Based on the perspective of
history, the development of the ancient city of Wenzhou was combed, and the urban development history of Wenzhou in 2200
could be divided into seven stages. This paper mainly studies the four stages of germination, formation, initial development and
tortuous development, explores the external and internal driving forces of urban development and the structural evolution of
urban layout, and discusses how the ancient Wenzhou evolved from a remote town to an important coastal port city. This paper
finds that the most important factors affecting the development of ancient cities in Wenzhou are war, policy and geographical
environment, and then points out the importance of urban policies to the rise and fall of cities.
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