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Abstract : Following countless violations of Human Rights in Nigeria by the various arms and agencies of government; from
the Military to the Federal Police and other law enforcement agencies, Nigeria has been riddled with several reports of acts by
these agencies against the citizens, ranging from illegal arrest and imprisonment, torture, disappearing, and extrajudicial
killings, just to mention a few. This paper, focuses on SARS (Special Anti-Robbery Squad), a division of the Nigeria Police
Force, and its reported threats to the people’s security, particularly the Nigerian youths, with continuous violence, extortion,
illegal  arrest  and imprisonment,  terror,  and extrajudicial  activities  resulting in  maiming and in  most  cases death,  thus
infringing on the human rights of the people it’s sworn to protect. This research further analyses how the activities of SARS has
over the years instigated fear on the average Nigerian youth, preventing the free participation in daily life, education, job, and
individual development, in turn impeding the realization of their full potentials for growth and participation in collective
national development. This research analyzes the executive order by the then Acting President (Vice-President) of Nigeria,
directing the overhauling of SARS, and its implementation by the Federal Police Force in determining if it’s enough to prevent
or put a stop to the continuous Human Rights abuse and threat to the security of the individual citizen. Concluding that
although the order by the Acting President was given with an intent to halt the various violations by SARS, and the Inspector
General of Police’s (IGP) subsequent action by releasing a statement following the order, the bureaucracy in Nigeria, with a
history of incompetency and a return to 'business as usual' after a reduced public outcry, it’s most likely that there will not be
adequate follow up put in place and these violations would be slowly 'swept under the rug' with SARS officials not held
accountable. It is recommended therefore that the Federal Government through the NPF, following the reforms made, in
collaboration with the mentioned Independent Human Rights and civil societies organizations should periodically produce
unbiased and publicly accessible reports on the implementation of these reforms and progress made. This will go a long way in
assuring the public of actual fulfillment of the restructuring, reduce fear by the youths and restore some public faith in the
government.
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