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Abstract : Amidst numerous arguments on reasons for low Human Development (low HDI) in Nigeria ranging from corruption,
incompetence of the government and its agencies, mismanagement of funds, terrorism, violence, and crime in the country, just
to mention a few. There have been several actions by agencies of the government that for years has threatened the security
and development of the citizens, and the country in a broader sense. This paper analyses the activities of SARS (Special Anti-
Robbery Squad) as a government agency with a mandate to tackling the high rate of crime in the country but instead have
been marred with allegations of violence, killings, extortion, harsh treatment, and terror of the Nigerian citizenry,
predominantly the youths. This paper establishes the effect of these actions of the agency on human development in Nigeria,
hindering the capacity of the Nigerian youths to earn a decent living due to constant terrorism, extortion, and extrajudicial
activities, which in numerous cases resulted in maiming and death, thus instigating fear in the vast majority. This research
further analyses the executive order by the then Acting President of Nigeria (Vice-President) that overhauled the agency
following many years of continuous public outcry, complaint, grievance, and protest. This work establishes that this order
carried out in the absence of the President was to a large extent enough to stop these violations, thereby resulting in little or
no recorded complaint or grievance by the public, as many of the officials involved in the gruesome activities were said to have
been put away. This would pave way and give freedom to the youths to realize their potentials free from intimidation, violence,
and fear from the agencies created to protect them, and on the other hand refocus the new agency FSARS (Federal Special
Anti-Robbery Squad) on its real mandate in collaboration with independent organizations acting as a check to its actions. This
work thus depicts how direct executive orders on policies pertaining to individual insecurities, on youths in this case, in a
country can be a potential drive to increased human development.
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