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Abstract : Development, implementation, and evaluation of the effects of health policy programs, resulting from the identified
health needs and health status of residents, is the own task of all local government units in Poland. This is due to the obligation
to provide access to healthcare services to all residents and the implementation of tasks in the field of health promotion based
on specific legal acts. Until the end of 2016 local governments financed health policy programs only with their own funds.
Currently, there are additional resources available from the public health insurance subsidising up to 80% of health policy
programs costs in cities with a population under 5 thousand people and up to 40% in bigger cities. Changes in legal provisions
do not translate automatically to increased involvement of local government units in the implementation of public health tasks.
The main objective of the study was to assess the actual impact of the new legal regulation on financing local health policy
programs on the engagement of local administration in this area of public health activity. To achieve this aim, we analyzed
difference in the number of local governments developing and implementing health policy programs before and after the new
law came into force. The aim of the study was also to estimate the level of expenditures incurred by self-government units and
the National Health Fund to cover the costs of health policy programs. In the first stage of the project, legal acts concerning
the subject of research and financial data published by the National Health Fund were analyzed. The material for the second,
main stage of the study was the detailed financial data obtained from the National Health Fund and data obtained from local
government units. The results present the situation in Poland in territorial terms, divided into 16 voivodships.
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