
Social Media as a Source of Radicalization; A Case Study of Pakistan
Authors : Manam Hanfi
Abstract : Pakistan is a victim of terrorism since 9/11 attacks. Since then it is a home for violence and extremism. One of the
major reasons behind rising violence and extremism in Pakistan is radicalization. Pakistan has seen and suffered from the
modification of terrorism from old to new. In new terrorism, the terrorist organizations incorporated internet to disseminate
propaganda, to recruit and train people. The study focuses on the relationship between Pakistan and new terrorism and
examines how the internet is being used by terrorist organizations. The study investigates radicalization through social media
by terrorist organizations in Pakistan with the help of case studies. The study suggests five ways to counter radicalization,
including, counter narrative on social media, content analysis of the data on the internet, curriculum and madrassa reforms,
teaching peace education in the educational institutions and use of technical software such as eGLYPH to quickly remove
violent data from social media. Lastly, the research attempted to contribute in counter-radicalization by combining the media
dependency model and ideas for counter-radicalization. The dependency model elaborates the impact of mass media content on
the audience. If media dependency is high, it will cause cognitive, affective and behavioral changes. In order to counter
radicalization through social media, it is important to make cognitive, affective and behavioral changes with the help of
counter-radicalization suggestions.
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