
Greening of the Hotel Industry in Malawi: An Examination of the Governance
and Policing Tools

Authors : Lameck Zetu Khonje, Mulala Danny Simatele
Abstract : Malawi’s economy is agriculture based. Recently the government earmarked the tourism sector as an important
economic sector which could support the agriculture sector to bring about sustainable economic development and help
socioeconomic wellbeing of the local people. Greening of the hotel industry is one of the proven ideal ways of creating a
sustainable tourism industry which brings about sustainable economic development in a country like Malawi. This study uses
qualitative  methodology  to  examine  the  efficacy  of  the  governance  and  policing  tools  that  Malawi  uses  to  guide  the
development and general practices of the hotel sector to ascertain whether these tools are for greening or not. Grounded
Theory method is used whereby semi-structured interviews and field visits were conducted to collect data for the study. The
results of the study show that there are loopholes in the governance system in Malawi. The results also reveal gaps within the
policing tools such that the hotel industry is not properly guided on green issues. Furthermore, the results show that there is a
lack of collaboration for the enforcement of the green practices in the hotel industry. It is also revealed that there is a lack of
knowledge of green issues within the governance structures. Awareness campaigns and capacity building would improve
greening of the hotel industry in Malawi.
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