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Abstract : Text structure is a parameter of text quality. This study investigated the structure of written argumentative texts
produced by elementary school age children. We set two objectives: to identify and trace the structural components of the
argumentative texts and to investigate whether reading comprehension skills were correlated with text structure. 293 school
children from 2nd to 5th grades were asked to write two argumentative texts about informal or everyday life controversial
topics and completed two reading tasks that targeted different levels of text comprehension. The findings indicated, on the one
hand, significant developmental  differences between mature and more novice writers in terms of  text length and mean
proportion of clauses produced for a better elaboration of the different text components. On the other hand, with certain
fluctuations, no meaningful differences were found in terms of presence of text structure: at all grade levels, elementary school
children produced the basic and minimal structure that included the writer's argument and reasons or arguments' supports.
Counter-arguments were scarce even in the upper grades. While the children captured that essentially an argument must be
justified, the more the number of supports produced, the fewer the clauses the children produced. Last, weak to mild relations
were found between reading comprehension and argumentative text structure. Nevertheless, children who scored higher on
sophisticated questions that require inferential or world knowledge displayed more elaborated structures in terms of text
length and size of supports to the writer's argument. These findings indicate how school-age children perceive the basic
template of an argument with future implications regarding how to elaborate written arguments.
Keywords : argumentative text, text structure, elementary school children, written argumentations
Conference Title : ICA 2019 : International Conference on Argumentation
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : September 19-20, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences

Vol:13, No:09, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
og

ni
tiv

e 
an

d 
La

ng
ua

ge
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

3,
 N

o:
09

, 2
01

9 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

02
51

7.
pd

f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(09) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/102517.pdf

