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Abstract  :  Typically  in  war,  force  involves  physical  violence,  though  those  who  perpetrated  the  Holocaust  expanded
manipulation techniques to include mental violence. This qualitative research study was conducted to understand the effects
that the music of the Women’s Orchestra of Auschwitz-Birkenau had on women prisoners during World War II. Over 100
testimonies from the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual History Archive reveal that the orchestra’s music had a profoundly
distressing effect on many of the women in the camp. Led by Gustav Mahler’s granddaughter, Alma Rosé, the orchestra
rhythmed the life cycle of the camp, from marching to and from work, Sunday concerts, welcoming transports, to the prisoners’
walk to gas chambers. What surfaced from these testimonies was that the more technical the exposure a woman had to music
before camp, the more disturbing its effect. The juxtaposition of beauty with the visible horror of the camp thrust them into an
impossible state where suicide became a plausible alternative. By exploiting the Women’s Orchestra, the Nazis made music a
critical component of manipulation within Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Keywords : Alma Rosé, Auschwitz-Birkenau, camp life, concert, Holocaust, music, Oświęcim, Poland, women’s orchestra
Conference Title : ICWWIIH 2019 : International Conference on World War II and Holocaust
Conference Location : Athens, Greece
Conference Dates : April 08-09, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:13, No:04, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

04
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
02

51
0.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(04) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/102510.pdf

