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Abstract : The aim of the study was to explore the barriers facing the implementation of peace education as a strategy to
combat violence in selected secondary schools in the Western Cape Province of South Africa. The problem that motivated this
enquiry was the absence of stable peace and the increase of incidents of violence in schools. A qualitative approach was
followed when conducting the study, and small samples of three case studies of secondary schools were used. Method used in
collecting data consisted of semi-structured interviews; focus group interviews and observation. The participants consisted of
the program manager for Quaker for Peace Centre (QPC), three principals, nine teachers, and fifteen learners. Data were
analysed by transcribing, organising, marking by hand and coding that produced labels that allowed key points to be
highlighted. Findings revealed that the effective implementation of peace education was being constrained by factors such as
financial constraints, inadequate time allocated, lack of parental involvement, over work-loaded teachers, negative attitude and
other societal influences. It is recommended that teachers should receive an ongoing training for peace education. Therefore,
the government should prioritise and provide funds for peace education. In addition, parental involvement should be improved
in order to enhance the implementation of peace education in selected secondary schools.
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