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Abstract : The code theory, proposed by Basil  Bernstein, indicates that framing can be viewed as the core element in
constituting  the  phenomenon  of  cultural  reproduction  because  it  is  able  to  regulate  the  transmission  of  pedagogical
information. Strong framing increases the social relation boundary between a teacher and pupils, which obstructs information
transmission,  so that in order to improve underachieving students’  academic performances,  teachers need to reduce to
strength of framing. Weak framing enables them to transform academic knowledge into commonsense knowledge in daily life
language. This study posits that most teachers would deliver strong framing due to their belief mainly confined within the
aspect  of  instrumental  rationality  that  deprives  their  critical  minds.  This  situation  could  make  them view  the  normal
distribution bell curve of students’ academic performances as a natural outcome. In order to examine the interplay between
framing,  instrumental  rationality  and  pedagogical  action,  questionnaires  were  completed  by  over  5,000  primary  school
teachers in Henan province, China, who were stratified sample. The statistical results show that most teachers employed
psychological concepts to measure students’ academic performances and, in turn, educational inequity was legitimatized as a
natural outcome in the efficiency-led approach. Such efficiency-led minds made them perform as the agent practicing the
mechanism of social control and in turn sustaining the phenomenon of cultural reproduction.
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