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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to investigate the reading responses of infants and toddlers across different contexts
in nursery centers. The study adopted Sipe’s framework for children’s literacy education to explore the reading behavior of
infants and toddlers.  The study was conducted at  two nurseries.  The sample comprised 46 infants and toddlers and 6
caregivers. The methods of data collection included observation of various reading activities, including shared reading in a
group, one-on-one reading, and unstructured reading activities, as well as interviews with caregivers. The data obtained
through observations and interviews were transcribed and analyzed. The caregivers and the children’s parents signed an
informed consent form before the start of the study. There was no risk anticipated during the course of the study. The analysis
revealed five types of reading responses exhibited by the infants and toddlers: (1) linguistic- verbally responding to reading,
repeating vocabulary, and answering questions; (2) affective- concentrating on reading or requesting for repeated reading,
leaning on books, and gazing at caregivers; (3) explosive- children under 18 months were observed manipulating books through
their bodies or different movements like flipping, rotating, or tapping on books; (4) social- during unstructured reading context,
children were seen interacting with peers or following the rules of reading, sitting properly, and choosing one book at a time;
and (5) distracted responses- paying attention to something else instead of reading, walking around, and playing, which was
usually observed during shared reading in a group. The study concluded that children’s distraction and explosive reading
behaviors may be a part of the process of their emergent reading behavior. As children develop, they demonstrate an increase
in verbal responses, improved concentration, and better behavior. The study suggests that adults should continue to provide
appropriate reading opportunities beginning from infancy to nurture children’s reading behaviors.
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