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Abstract : The ability of a junior doctor to deliver complex multi-disciplinary care to patients in a paradigm of respect and
collaboration requires a multitude of interpersonal skills and competencies. A short survey was used to explore the perspective
of allied health staff on the desirable attributes of a junior doctor which are conducive to good teamwork. 23 allied health
professionals (14 nurses, 4 physiotherapists, 2 dietitians, 1 occupational therapist,  1 speech therapist and 1 audiologist)
responded to this 17-item survey. There were 17 females. The mean age of the respondents was 34.9 ± 10.1 years. The salient
findings of our survey are that 95% of our respondents rated friendliness and non-clinical small talk with average importance
or greater. 45% of them viewed these 2 items as very important or absolutely essential. A single respondent viewed these 2
items with little importance. The other criteria which were rated with high levels of importance were the acknowledgment of
allied health suggestions and good ward organizational  skills.  Training these collaborative skills  is  challenging,  and an
enhanced understanding of interprofessional perspectives will help a junior doctor to achieve better clinical outcomes. It is
hoped that this paper will further stimulate discussion in this area and will encourage junior doctors to engage in non-clinical
conversations with allied health staff in the spirit of promoting effective teamwork.
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