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Abstract : The aim of this article is to explore whether a relationship exists between traditional male circumcision mishaps and
level of education in the Eastern Cape, South Africa, exemplified by an empirical case study. The study used qualitative
paradigm; was exploratory in nature and used case study design that was descriptive and exploratory; and entailed
interviewing twenty-eight (28) research participants comprising of eleven (11) newly initiated men and their families on one-on-
one in-depth interviews, twelve (12) traditional nurses and community members in focus group discussions; and five (5) society
key informants on key informant method. An interview guide served as a data collection instrument for focus group
discussions, key informant method and in-depth interviews with unstructured open-ended questions. Findings indicated an
array of traditional male circumcision (TMC) gaps, some of which were indicative of a relationship between the mishaps and
level of education: the phenomenon of schooling became secondary in newly initiated men’s lives; TMC mishaps became a
drawback towards the newly initiated men’s education progression; the newly initiated men are sacrificed at the altar of
culture, and TMC mishaps ushered in socioeconomic setback to the newly initiated men. The study suggested that: TMC be
developmental; TMC as a cultural endeavor be educational and human rights friendly; and the need to identify and integrate all
other players with diverse specialties.
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