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Abstract : As part of the review on the Malay Language curriculum and pedagogy in Singapore conducted in 2010, some
recommendations were made to nurture active learners who are able to use the Malay Language efficiently in their daily lives.
In response to the review, a new Malay Language teaching and learning package for primary school, called CEKAP (Cungkil –
Elicit; Eksplorasi – Exploration; Komunikasi – Communication; Aplikasi – Application; Penilaian – Assessment), was developed
from 2012 and implemented for Primary 1 in all primary schools from 2015. Resources developed in this package include the
text book, activity book, teacher’s guide, big books, small readers, picture cards, flash cards, a game kit and Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) resources. The development of the CEKAP package is continuous until 2020. This paper will
look at a model incorporated in the development of the teaching materials in the new Malay Language Curriculum for Primary
Schools and the rationale for each phase of development to ensure that the resources meet the needs of every pupil in the
teaching and learning of Malay Language in the primary schools. This paper will also focus on the preliminary findings of the
effectiveness of the model based on the feedback given by members of the working and steering committees. These members
are academicians and educators who were appointed by the Ministry of Education to provide professional input on the
soundness of pedagogical approach proposed in the revised syllabus and to make recommendations on the content of the new
instructional materials. Quantitative data is derived from the interviews held with these members to gather their input on the
model. Preliminary findings showed that the members provided positive feedback on the model and that the comprehensive
process has helped to develop good and effective instructional materials for the schools. Some recommendations were also
gathered from the interview sessions. This research hopes to provide useful information to those involved in the planning of
materials development for teaching and learning.
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