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Abstract :  This study is  a contrastive study of  affixation in Ipe and Yoruba Languages with the aim of looking at the
implications for English pedagogy. This study, with the use of Hocket's Theory of Item and Arrangement and Word and
Paradigm (as expatiated by Crystal), examines the aspect of affixation in Ipe and Yoruba Languages with the help of contrastive
analysis which provides a basis for contrasting the morphological patterns of two different indigenous languages. It examines
four affixes: prefix, infix, interfix, and suffix with numerous examples in the languages under investigation. The study is corpus
based as it depends primarily on the words available in the lexicon of the languages under examination. Data were elicited
from both monolingual and bilingual native-speakers of Ipe Language and Yoruba Language in Ipe-Akoko and Oyo respectively.
Ibadan 400-wordlist was utilised as a tool for collecting data from informants who are between age fifty and seventy through
audio recording as it is believed that they are the custodians of culture and tradition. Consequently, the study reveals that Ipe
and Yoruba morphology have affixation such as prefix, interfix, and suffix. It also finds out that 'infix' is an unproductive aspect
in English, Ipe, and Yoruba; although a few examples are in English. Interfix is very productive in Ipe and Yoruba but not in
English at all. Phonologically, it is discovered that Ipe language has the two dental fricative consonants just like the English
language, i.e., /Ɵ/ and /ð/. This is rare among the indigenous languages in Nigeria. This research believes that in the teaching
of English consonants to the people of Ipe-Akoko, such areas will be taught with ease. The study concludes that morphological
processes of Nigerian indigenous languages are studied the more so that they will not face endangerment which can lead to
extinction.
Keywords : affixation, contrastive study, Ipe, morphology, pedagogy, Yoruba
Conference Title : ICFLTAL 2019 : International Conference on Foreign Language Teaching and Applied Linguistics
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : August 07-08, 2019

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:13, No:08, 2019

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
3,

 N
o:

08
, 2

01
9 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
01

15
2.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 13(08) 2019 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/101152.pdf

