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Abstract : Present study investigated the relationship between elementary school children’s prosocial behavior in classroom
and satisfaction with school life (approval and victimization from other children) with considering from the perspective of
classroom social goal structures (prosocial and compliance goal structures). Participants were 755 elementary school children
(393 boys, 362 girls, mean range= 10-12, 5th grader and 6th grader) who were living in Chugoku District, Japan. They filled up
questionnaire which was consisted of Murakami, Nishimura and Sakurai’s (2016) prosocial behavior toward friend scale,
Kawamura and Tagami’s (1997) satisfaction in classroom scale and Ohtani, Okada, Nakaya and Ito’s (2016) classroom social
goal  structures  scale.  Regression  lines  that  satisfaction  in  classroom  is  dependent  variable  and  prosocial  behavior  is
independent variable for each class were drawn. There were two types of classroom which children’s prosocial behavior
correlated with satisfaction positively and did not. Then one-way MANOVA was conducted to further describe two types of
classroom which prosocial behavior increased satisfaction in classroom (type 1) and prosocial behavior decreased satisfaction
(type 2). MANOVA for Prosocial goal structure was significant, type 1 > type 2. There were two key findings from this study.
First, MANOVA for prosocial goal structure was significant. Second, high score of prosocial goal structure was not necessary
condition for the classroom type which children’s prosocial behavior correlated with satisfaction. The implications from these
key findings were: (1) in the low prosocial goal structure classroom, children will not behave prosocially because of their
negative expectation for the effect of prosocial behavior, (2) this study can be a contribution for classroom management that
teachers need to consider about the negative possibilities of prosocial behavior when they try to increase the amount of
children’s positive behavior.
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