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Abstract : The main purpose of this study is to show that machine translation (MT) post-editing (PE) training can help our
Chinese students learn Spanish as a second language. Our hypothesis is that they might make better use of it by learning PE
skills specific for foreign language learning. We have developed PE training materials based on the data collected in a previous
study. Training material included the special error types of the output of MT and the error types that our Chinese students
studying Spanish could not detect in the experiment last year. This year we performed a pilot study in order to evaluate the PE
training materials effectiveness and to what extent PE training helps Chinese students who study the Spanish language. We
used screen recording to record these moments and made note of every action done by the students. Participants were
speakers of Chinese with intermediate knowledge of Spanish. They were divided into two groups: Group A performed PE
training and Group B did not. We prepared a Chinese text for both groups, and participants translated it by themselves (human
translation), and then used Google Translate to translate the text and asked them to post-edit the raw MT output. Comparing
the results of PE test, Group A could identify and correct the errors faster than Group B students, Group A did especially better
in omission, word order, part of speech, terminology, mistranslation, official names, and formal register. From the results of
this study, we can see that PE training can help Chinese students learn Spanish as a second language. In the future, we could
focus on the students’ struggles during their Spanish studies and complete the PE training materials to teach Chinese students
learning Spanish with machine translation.
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