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Abstract : Traditionally, History and fiction are considered to be opposing fields of study. While one is linked to the study of
facts, things that have happened within the limits of ‘reality’, the other explores a made-up world, originated from imagination
and fantasy. However, despite their apparent discrepancies, there is a fundamental trait that brings them closer. Historical
narratives, similarly to fiction ones, are produced based on multiple interpretations of an event, which are transmitted in a
rather subjective way by language. It is within this perspective of history and fiction intertwined that this paper aims to discuss
the translation of historical facts in the graphic novel Angola Janga, by Marcelo D’Salete, as well as presenting it as a historical
document. The novel, which is divided into 11 short stories, narrates the rebellions that took place in Serra da Barriga,
between the 16th and 17th centuries, that resulted in the Guerra dos Palmares. The graphic novel in question is a result of the
author’s 11-year historical and bibliographical research, which combines history and fiction in order to shed a light of the
confrontation that history seems to overlook. Also, the book includes a foreword, glossary, chronological line of Guerra dos
Palmares, as well as maps and references used by the author during his research. For that, a few segments from the book will
be selected and translated in order to show such connection between history and fiction, and the discussion resulted from it
will be based on the works of Southgate (2009), Pym (2001) and D’hulst (2001).
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