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Abstract : Cultural and social norms have a great influence on individual behavior, including the use of violence. In this way,
culture can protect against violence, but it can also support and encourage the use of violence. The aim of this study was to
analyze differences in cultural acceptance and dating violence among Mexican high school students. A Cross-sectional study
was carried out with 867 adolescent Mexican students of high school aged 14 to 18 years old in a dating relationship for at
least a month in Guzman City, Mexico. To measure cultural acceptance and dating violence, the questionnaire abuse in dating
(CMO) was applied. Informed consent to parents and students was requested. Analyses of descriptive and inferential statistics
were performed. Participants were adolescent girls (61.4%) and adolescent boys (38.6%). About 63.7% of adolescents reported
cultural acceptance of dating violence in their dating relationships. Associations between physical, sexual, economical dating
violence and cultural acceptance were found. No association was found between psychological dating violence and cultural
acceptance. The effect size in all dimensions was small. For future research, it is very important to take into consideration the
change and evaluation of culture norms to prevent dating violence among adolescents.
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