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Abstract : Positive Reinforcement Training is a well-known methodology which has been reported frequently to be used in
captive non-human primates. As a matter of fact, it is an invaluable tool for different purposes related with animal welfare,
such as primate husbandry and environmental enrichment. It is also essential to perform some cognitive experiments. The main
propose of this pilot study was to establish an efficient protocol to train captive olive baboons (Papio anubis). This protocol
seems to be vital in the context of a larger research program in which it will be necessary to train a complete population of
around 40 baboons. Baboons were studied at the Veterinary Research Farm of the University of Murcia. Temporally isolated
animals were trained to perform three basic tasks. Firstly, they were required to take food prices directly from the researchers’
hands. Then a clicker sound or bridge stimulus was added each time the animal acceded to the reinforcement. Finally, they
were trained to touch a target, consisted of a whip with a red ball in its end, with their hands or their nose. When the subject
completed correctly this task, it was also exposed to the bridge stimulus and awarded with a food price, such as a portion of
banana, orange, apple, peach or a raisin. Two protocols were tested during this experiment. In both of them, there were 6
series of 2min training periods each day. However, in the first protocol, the series consisted in 3 trials, whereas in the second
one, in each series there were 5 trials. A reliable performance was obtained with only 6 days of training in the case of the 5-
trials protocol. However, with the 3-trials one, 26 days of training were needed. As a result, the 5-trials protocol seems to be
more effective than the 3-trials one, in order to teach these three basic tasks to olive baboons. In consequence, it will be used
to train the rest of the colony.
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