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Abstract : The study attempts to show the relationship between the structure of love by Sternberg and personality disorder
traits. People with personality disorders experience dysfunctional emotionality. They manifest difficulties in experiencing love
and closeness. Their relationships are marked by ambivalence and conflicts, e.g., as in borderline and narcissistic personality
disorders. Considering love as a crucial human feeling, the study was planned to describe the associations between intimacy,
passion, commitment, and personality disorder traits in a community sample. A sample of 194 participants was investigated
(men and women in similar age and education levels). The following techniques were used: the SCID-II to assess personality
disorders’  traits and the Triangular Love Scale by Sternberg to assess the components of love. Results show there are
significant negative correlations between intimacy, commitment and personality disorders traits. Many personality disorders
are associated with decreasing of intimacy and commitment, whereas passion was not associated with personality disorders’
traits. Results confirm that emotional impairments in personality disorders elicit conflicts and problems in relationships based
on love and closeness.
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