
 

 

  
Abstract—In an original directed diffusion routing protocol, a 

sink requests sensing data from a source node by flooding interest 
messages to the network. Then, the source finds the sink by sending 
exploratory data messages to all nodes that generate incoming 
interest messages. This protocol signaling can cause heavy traffic in 
the network, an interference of the radio signal, collisions, great 
energy consumption of sensor nodes, etc. According to this research 
problem, this paper investigates the effect of sending interest and 
exploratory data messages on the performance of directed diffusion 
routing protocol. We demonstrate the research problem occurred 
from employing directed diffusion protocol in mobile wireless 
environments. For this purpose, we perform a set of experiments by 
using NS2 (network simulator 2). The radio propagation models; 
Two-ray ground reflection with and without shadow fading are 
included to investigate the effect of signaling. The simulation results 
show that the number of times of sent and received protocol signaling 
in the case of sending interest and exploratory data messages are 
larger than the case of sending other protocol signals, especially in 
the case of shadowing model. Additionally, the number of 
exploratory data message is largest in one round of the protocol 
procedure. 
 

Keywords—Directed diffusion, Flooding, Interest message, 
Exploratory data message, Radio propagation model. 

I. INTRODUCTION 
IRECTED diffusion routing [1] is a new paradigm of 
routing protocol for wireless sensor networks [2]. It is a 

data-centric routing scheme, and sensing data is named using 
attribute-value pairs. Directed diffusion routing establishes a 
route by employing the interest and the exploratory data 
messages. A sink or a base-station requests data from a source 
by flooding the interest message to a network. When the 
interest message reaches the source, the sink confirms the 
possible routes by sending the exploratory data message to all 
neighbors that generate incoming the interest messages. The 
intermediate nodes do the same. However, this routing 
approach can cause heavy traffic, the packet collision, an 
interference of the radio signal, and great energy consumption 
of the sensor nodes, especially in dense wireless sensor 
networks. In the research literature, the problem about the 
signaling overhead in directed diffusion routing protocol is 
continuously addressed. References [3]-[5], [16], and [17] 
study how to reduce the interest message by modifying an 
original directed diffusion. References [6] and [7] investigate 
how to decrease the exploratory data message on directed 
diffusion routing. In [8], the reduction of the interest and the 
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exploratory data messages is proposed. To the best of our 
knowledge, there is no work in the research literature has 
directly demonstrated the effects of protocol signaling on the 
performance of an original directed diffusion routing. How the 
protocol signaling is generated in the routing algorithm is still 
not explored sufficiently.  

According to this research gap, the objective of this study is 
to demonstrate the research problem occurred from employing 
an original directed diffusion protocol in mobile wireless 
environments through the extensive simulation. We 
investigate the effect of sending and receiving protocol 
signaling on the performance of directed diffusion routing. 
Additionally, the different radio propagation models; Two-ray 
ground reflection and shadowing models are also included to 
study the effect of signaling. The simulation results indicate 
that the protocol signaling in the case of sending and receiving 
interest and exploratory data messages are higher than the case 
of other protocol signaling. The number of exploratory data 
message is largest if one round for sending and receiving each 
protocol signaling of the directed diffusion procedure is 
considered. Both the numbers of interest and exploratory data 
messages are significantly increased in the dense mobile 
wireless sensor networks. In addition, the number of protocol 
signaling in the case of shadowing model is higher than the 
case of the two-ray ground reflection model. This is because 
the multipath fading effect reduces the successful of path 
setup; the routing establishment process is more repeated.  

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. In 
Section II, we introduce the directed diffusion routing 
protocol. In Section III, we describe the simulation models; 
the mobility model and the radio propagation models are 
presented. Section IV presents the simulation design. In 
Section V, the simulation results and discussions are detailed. 
Finally, Section VI concludes this paper 

II. DIRECTED DIFFUSION ROUTING PROTOCOL 
 Directed diffusion [1] is a data-centric routing protocol for 

wireless sensor networks. Sensing data collected by a sensor 
node is named by attribute-value pairs. A node requests 
sensing data by sending an interest for named data. Data 
matching the interest is sent back toward that node. 
Intermediate nodes can cache and transform data. The node 
requesting sensing data is called a sink. The node detecting 
data is called a source. The routing mechanisms of directed 
diffusion routing protocol are illustrated in Fig. 1. In Fig. 1 (a), 
the sink requests sensing data from the source by broadcasting 
the interest message to the network (interest propagation). 
This message contains a description of the event in which the 
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Fig. 3 Number of times of sent and received protocol signaling in the 

case of 20 nodes scenario with two-ray ground reflection model 
 

 
Fig. 4 Number of times of sent and received protocol signaling in the 

case of 20 nodes scenario with shadowing model 
 

 
Fig. 5 Number of times of sent and received protocol signaling in the 

case of 100 nodes scenario with two-ray ground reflection model 
 
Fig. 7 compares the total number of time of sent and received 

each protocol signaling in one phase of the protocol procedure 
with the two-ray ground reflection and shadowing models. 
These results indicate that the number of time of sent and 
received exploratory data message is highest. The reason can be 
explained here. In the directed diffusion routing mechanism, the 
sink requests data from the source by flooding interest messages 

to the network. Then, the source finds the sink by sending 
exploratory data messages to all nodes that matches the interest. 
The exploratory data messages are propagated to all nodes that 
generate incoming interest messages; this approach can cause 
higher number of sending and receiving exploratory data than 
other messages. 

 

 
Fig. 6 Number of times of sent and received protocol signaling in the 

case of 100 nodes scenario with shadowing model 
 

To extend the previous discussion as explained in Fig 7, the 
description of sending protocol signaling in directed diffusion is 
illustrated in Fig. 8. We assume that the sink and the source are 
node IDs 0 and 4, respectively. Node IDs 1, 2, and 3 are the 
relay nodes. We describe only the routing process at these relay 
nodes. In the interest propagation stage, the sink sends the 
interest message to node ID 1. Then, node ID 1 forwards the 
interest message by the flooding technique to node IDs 2 and 3 
only in one time. Node ID 2 forwards the interest message to 
node IDs 1 and 3 in one time, and node ID 3 also forwards the 
interest message to node IDs 1 and 2 in one time. Thus, the total 
number of times of sent the interest message by the relay nodes 
is 3 times. In the exploratory data propagation stage, node ID 3 
must send the exploratory data message to node IDs 1 and 2 in 
two times. The relay node IDs 2 and 3 do the same approach. 
Thus, the total number of time of sent the exploratory data 
message by the relay nodes is 6 times. In the reinforcement 
propagation stage, the sink sends the reinforcement message to 
node ID1. Node ID 1 selects only one of its neighbors (node IDs 
2 or 3) to send the reinforcement message. Node IDs 2 and 3 do 
the same approach to forward this message. Thus, the total 
number of time of sent the reinforce message by the relay nodes 
is 2 times. For the data propagation stage, we assume that the 
source sends its sensing data to the sink through node ID 3. 
Node ID 3 delivers the data message along the reinforcement 
path. Thus, the total number of time of sent data message by the 
relay nodes is 2 times. 
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increased larger than the case of the two-ray ground reflection 
model. 

VI. CONCLUSION 
The effect of sending and receiving protocol signaling on the 

performance of directed diffusion has been investigated in this 
paper. We demonstrate that employing the different radio 
propagation models in the simulation study can help to better 
understand the effect of protocol signaling. The two-ray ground 
reflection model is not sufficient in investigating the protocol 
signaling effects on routing; the shadowing model is more 
appropriate. The shadow fading causes high number of times of 
sent and received protocol signaling due to the unsuccessful 
transmission of the packets. This problem becomes worse in the 
dense mobile wireless sensor networks. Additionally, our 
findings indicate that the protocol signaling as the interest and 
exploratory data messages are larger than the case of other 
protocol signaling. The number of exploratory data message is 
highest in one round of the directed diffusion procedure. For the 
future work of our research, to resolve these high protocol 
signaling (interest and exploratory data messages) in directed 
diffusion routing is required because it can help to reduce the 
packet collision, an interference of the radio signal, and the 
energy consumption of the sensor nodes. 
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