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Handle with care: assessing and designing methods for 
evaluation and development of the quality of justice

A. The Legitimacy of Improving Judges’ Ethics 

B. Improving Judges’ Ethics 

the various sources of judicial ethics 
converge in the expression of similar, if not identical, 
fundamental principles
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C. How to Improve Judges Ethics? 

In order to justify disciplinary proceedings, 
misconduct must be serious and flagrant, in a way which 
cannot be posited simply because there has been a failure 
to observe professional standards set out in guidelines

47. The CCJE considers that the preparation of such 
statements is to be encouraged in each country, even 
though they are not the only way of disseminating rules of 
professional conduct, since: - appropriate basic and 
further training should play a part in the preparation and 
dissemination of rules of professional conduct; - in States 
where they exist, judicial inspectorates, on the basis of 
their observations of judges' behaviour, could contribute 
to the development of ethical thinking; their views could 
be made known through their annual reports; - through its 
decisions, the independent authority described in the 
European Charter on the Statute for Judges, if it is 
involved in disciplinary proceedings, outlines judges' 
duties and obligations; if these decisions were published 
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in an appropriate form, awareness of the values 
underlying them could be raised more effectively; - high-
level groups, consisting of representatives of different 
interests involved in the administration of justice, could be 
set up to consider ethical issues and their conclusions 
disseminated; - professional associations should act as 
forums for the discussion of judges' responsibilities and 
deontology; they should provide wide dissemination of 
rules of conduct within judicial circles.

A. The Risk of Strengthening the Criticism Against the 
Judiciary 

the Guide deliberately avoids the expression “judicial 
ethics”.  It does so on the ground that, while it is possible 
to identify principles or standards of conduct appropriate 
to judicial office, their application to particular issues may 
sometimes reasonably give rise to different answers by 
different judges

do
not constitute a code or a list of prohibited behaviors and 
should not be used as such

B. The Risk of Broaching Incidentally the Question of the 
Limits of Judgment 

judges should not get influenced inappropriately by 
the media and public opinion, and should not do, in public 
or in the media, comments that could undermine the 
seriousness and authority of res judicata

Judges are not evenly drawn from all segments of 
society and, however well motivated they may be, they are 
likely to bring to their work the perceptions of an upper 
middle class, educated, largely male, and largely white 
elite

refers to a judge’s ability to render 
decisions free from political or popular influence based solely 
on the individual facts and applicable law
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C. The Risk of Banalization of Justice 

La Crise de la justice

Developing 
European indicators of trust in justice

Les fondements de la déontologie judiciaire

The Real Issues of Judicial Ethics

A Government of Judges: An Historical Review

The Independent Judiciary 
in an Interest Group Perspective

Judicial independence does not guarantee that judicial decisions will 
serve the public interest The Independence 
of Judges: The Uses and Limitations of Public Choice Theory

L’indépendance de la Justice : une notion 
indépendante ? L’indépendance de la 
justice

Lions or jackals: the function of a code of 
Judicial Ethics Law and Contemporary Problems

Committees Let Judges Look Befor They Leap

RFDA

Mc Gill Law Journal

Pyramides

Judicial Ethics in the Twenty-First 
Century: Tracing the Trends Hofstra Law Review

Independent judges, Dependent Judiciary: Explaining 
Judicial Independence Southern California Law Review

The unethical Judicial Ethics of Instrumentalism and 
Detachment in American Legal Thought
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