
 

 

 
Abstract—Gypsum (CaSO4.2H2O) is a mineral that is found in 

large quantities in the Turkey and in the World. In this study, the 
dissolution of this mineral in the diammonium hydrogen phosphate 
solutions has been studied. The dissolution and dissolution kinetics of 
gypsum in diammonium hydrogen phosphate solutions will be useful 
for evaluating of solid wastes containing gypsum. Parameters such as 
diammonium hydrogen phosphate concentration, temperature and 
stirring speed affecting on the dissolution rate of the gypsum in 
diammonium hydrogen phosphate solutions were investigated. In 
experimental studies have researched effectiveness of the selected 
parameters. The dissolution of gypsum were examined in two parts at 
low and high temperatures. The experimental results were 
successfully correlated by linear regression using Statistica program. 
Dissolution curves were evaluated shrinking core models for solid-
fluid systems. The activation energy was found to be 34.58 kJ/mol 
and 44.45 kJ/mol for the low and the high temperatures. The 
dissolution of gypsum was controlled by chemical reaction both low 
temperatures and high temperatures.  
 

Keywords—Diammonium hydrogen phosphate, Dissolution, 
Gypsum, Kinetics.  

I. INTRODUCTION 

YPSUM and anhydrite occur in arid and dry climatic 
conditions. It is located in layers. Gypsum layers take 

place as a result of evaporation of seas and lakes containing 
high salt. Gypsum is converted to anhydride in more depth. 
Natural anhydride is anhydrous calcium sulfate (CaSO4).  

Precipitation of gypsum and anhydrite depends on the water 
temperature and salinity. Anhydride occurs instead of gypsum 
under the conditions above these conditions. When anhydride 
formation is continued, the precipitation of NaCl begins. 
Therefore, in many gypsum and anhydrite beds are found 
some rock salt and iron oxides [1], [2].  

Raw gypsum attends paper and cotton textile materials as 
white paint and filler. It is used to increase the ash content of 
coal dusts in coal minings. Crude gypsum is used in increasing 
amounts every day in the cement industry. It facilitates the 
melting of nickel smelting and is used for fermentation in beer 
industry [1], [2]. Gypsum and anhydrite in Turkey are 
available in many areas [3]. 
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Studies done on the dissolution kinetics are summarized 
below. Reference [4] obtained boric acid and calcium 
phosphates from colemanite ore by using phosphoric acid. 
They determined the optimum conditions of dissolution. 
Reference [5] studied the dissolution of copper ore in aqueous 
NH3-(NH4)2SO4 system. They searched the effects of 
ammonia concentration, ammonium sulphate concentration, 
the reaction time and the solid-to-liquid ratio. They leached 
98.87% of copper in ore. Reference [6] researched the kinetics 
and mechanism of the dissolution of sphalerite in sodium 
nitrate solutions with sulphuric acid. According to selected 
kinetics model, the dissolution of sphalerite controlled by the 
diffusion film ash. The activation energy was found as 55 
kJ/mol. Reference [7] made a study on the dissolution kinetics 
of bastnaesite in hydrocloric acid solutions. The parameters 
effected the dissolution were hydrocloric acid concentration, 
the temperature, the solid-to-liquid ratio and the particle size. 
The dissolution of bastnaesite controlled by the diffusion film 
ash, and the activation energy was 59.39 kJ/mol. Reference [8] 
investigated the dissolution kinetics of Chevreul’s salt in 
hydrocloric acid solutions. The dissolution of Chevreul’s salt 
controlled by the diffusion film ash, and the activation energy 
was 57 kJ/mol. Reference [9] researched the removal of 
calcium from waste-waters containing calcium chloride. They 
were reacting the distilled liquid waste with gaseous reagents. 
As a result, they precipitated as gypsum (CaSO4.2H2O) the 
calcium. The parameters such as gaseous velocities, the 
reaction time and the stirring speed were taken as factors 
affecting the precipitation efficiency. The precipitation yield 
was %44 under these conditions.  

II. EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURE 

A. Dissolution Tests 

The dissolution experiments were performed in two 
different temperature groups. All of the experiments carried 
out in the ranges of the low temperatures and the high 
temperatures. First, the experiments were performed in the 
range of low temperatures. These temperatures was chosen as 
25ºC, 35ºC, 45ºC, 55ºC. The total time of the experiments was 
taken as 150 minutes. Samples were taken at 30 min intervals. 
The water bath temperature was adjusted to 25oC. The 
prepared mixture was placed into the reactor, and stirring was 
performed by a magnetic stirrer. The stirring was initiated at 
650 rpm value being a fixed speed. The stirring operation was 
continued throughout the reaction time. Withdrawing the 
sample from the solution every 30 minutes, the stirring was 
stopped. The sample was taken and filtered as 3 mL. After the 
samples are filtered, the amount of sulfate in solution were 
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Fig. 8 Arrhenius plot of the dissolution process for the high 
temperatures 

IV. CONCLUSIONS 

The aim of the study was to investigate the dissolution 
kinetics of gypsum in diammonium hydrogen phosphate 
solutions in a mechanical agitation system. Based on the 
results obtained in this research, the following conclusions 
may be drawn: 

The dissolution rate of gypsum increased with increasing in 
the low and the high reaction temperatures.  

The dissolution rate of gypsum increased with increasing of 
diammonium hydrogen phosphate concentrations in the low 
and the high reaction temperatures.  

The dissolution process follows a shrinking core model with 
the heterogeneous chemical reaction as the rate controlling 
step.  

The activation energy of the reaction is found to be 34.58 
kJ/mol and 44.45 kJ/mol for the low and the high 
temperatures. 

Reaction rate expressions of dissolution of gypsum at the 
low temperatures and the high temperatures controlled by 
chemical reaction are as follows, respectively. 

 

  3/111 BX   =  k1.e
-5159.5/T.t                                               (6) 

 

  3/111 BX   =  k2.e
-5346.8/T.t                                                (7) 

 
where k1 and k2 are constants depending on the diammonium 
hydrogen phosphate solution concentration, the solid/liquid 
ratio, the stirring speed and the particle size. 
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