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Abstract : This study was designed as a survey to investigate the incidence of use and abuse of drug as a social problem
among the Nigeria youths in the secondary schools in urban centres of Benue state. 500 SS 3 and fresh secondary school
graduates in remedial science class of Benue State University Makurdi with mean age of 16.8 were randomly sampled for the
study. An instrument called drug use and abuse perception questionnaire (DAPQ) with a reliability coefficient of 74 were
administered to the students. Only 337 copies of the questionnaire were properly completed and returned which reduced the
sample size of 337. The data were subjected to factor analysis. X2 statistic and frequency distribution using split half method.
The result of the analysis showed that: the DAPQ yield seven baseline factors responsible for drug use and abuse; there was
appreciable evidence that the study subjects used drugs (42.1%); alcohol topped the list of the drugs consumed; most students
use their pocket money to buy drugs; drugs were purchased from unconventional, hidden places and 13 out of the 20 items of
DAPQ were perceived as significant factors in drug use and abuse. The paper recommends proper intervention of government,
parents and NGO’S among students to reduce cases of drug abuse.
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