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Abstract : This study will explore a group of English language teachers’ understanding of intercultural competence to find out
if they are aware of the concept and how important it is for them. It will investigate how much they are concerned about the
challenges that the learners might face in their intercultural communications and to what extent they can help the learners to
overcome the barriers to increase students’ insight into cultural differences. In addition, it will explore how a group of non-
native English language teachers define culture in relation to their English language teaching practices. More specifically, the
research tries to take the how and why of inclusion of intercultural competence into consideration and how non-native teachers
think they can improve their learners’ knowledge and skills in this domain. The study will be conducted in the UK and the
participants are eight non-native English language teachers who are currently teaching general English language courses for
foreigners. A pilot study have been conducted for this research which its results show three non-native English teachers are
aware of the notion although they have not had any formal education about intercultural competence. Their challenges and
limitation were also highlighted through interviews and observations.
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