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Abstract : In the last decades, the relevance of hand drawing has decreased in the scope of architectural education. However,
some schools continue to recognize its decisive role,  not only in the architectural design teaching, but in the whole of
architectural training. With this paper it is intended to present the results of a research developed on the following problem:
the practise of hand drawing as a premier form of representation in architectural design teaching. The research had as its
object the educational model of the Faculty of Architecture of the University of Porto (FAUP) and was led by three main
objectives:  to  identify  the  circumstance that  promoted hand drawing as  a  form of  representation in  FAUP's  model;  to
characterize the types of hand drawing and their role in that model; to determine the particularities of hand drawing as a
premier form of representation in architectural design teaching. Methodologically, the research was conducted according to a
qualitative embedded single-case study design. The object – i.e.,  the educational model – was approached in FAUP case
considering its Context and three embedded unities of analysis: the educational Purposes, Principles and Practices. In order to
guide  the  procedures  of  data  collection  and  analysis,  a  Matrix  for  the  Characterization  (MCC)  was  developed.  As  a
methodological tool, the MCC allowed to relate the three embedded unities of analysis with the three main sources of evidence
where the object manifests itself: the professors, expressing how the model is Assumed; the architectural design classes,
expressing how the model is Achieved; and the students, expressing how the model is Acquired. The main research methods
used were the naturalistic and participatory observation, in-person-interview and documentary and bibliographic review. The
results reveal that the educational model of FAUP – following the model of the former Porto School – was largely due to the
methodological foundations created with the hand drawing teaching-learning processes. In the absence of a culture of explicit
theoretical elaboration or systematic research, hand drawing was the support for the continuity of the school, an expression of
a unified thought about what should be the reflection and practice of architecture. As a form of representation, hand drawing
plays a transversal role in the entire educational model, since its purposes are not limited to the conception of architectural
design – it is also a means for perception, analysis and synthesis. Regarding the architectural design teaching, there seems to
be an understanding of three complementary dimensions of didactics: the instrumental, methodological and propositional
dimension. At FAUP, hand drawing is recognized as the common denominator among these dimensions, according to the idea
of "globality of drawing". It is expected that the knowledge base developed in this research may have three main contributions:
to contribute to the maintenance and valorisation of FAUP’s model; through the precise description of the methodological
procedures, to contribute by transferability to similar studies; through the critical and objective framework of the problem
underlying  the  hand  drawing  in  architectural  design  teaching,  to  contribute  to  the  broader  discussion  concerning  the
contemporary challenges on architectural education.
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