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Abstract : Unemployment, especially graduate unemployment is, for now, the greatest problem facing Nigeria as a nation. It is
responsible for most of the other ills of the country, including kidnapping, armed robbery, youth restiveness, thuggery, to
mention but a few. More and more people in Nigeria are now losing confidence in the prospect of tertiary education as an
instrument par excellence for effecting national development. This paper, therefore, critically examined the problem of
graduate unemployment in Nigeria. It briefly traced the history of university education in Nigeria. The rate and causes of
graduate unemployment in Nigeria were also discussed. Previous attempts made by the government to solve the problem of
unemployment were highlighted. The paper also harped on the prospect of entrepreneurship education as an instrument for
fighting graduate unemployment identifying obstacles to entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. The paper drew conclusion,
and major recommendation made was a call for converting the National Youth Service Corps Scheme in Nigeria to
entrepreneurship and skills acquisition scheme as soon as possible.
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