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Abstract—Silver/polylactide nanocomposites (Ag/PLA-NCs) were
synthesized via chemical reduction method in diphase solvent. Silver
nitrate and sodium borohydride were used as a silver precursor
and reducing agent in the polylactide (PLA). The properties of
Ag/PLA-NCs were studied as a function of the weight percentages
of silver nanoparticles (8, 16 and 32 wt% of Ag-NPs) relative to
the weight of PLA. The Ag/PLA-NCs were characterized by X-
ray diffraction (XRD), transmission electron microscopy (TEM),
electro-optical microscopy (EOM), UV-visible spectroscopy (UV-vis)
and Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FT-IR). XRD patterns
confirmed that Ag-NPs crystallographic planes were face centered
cubic (fcc) type. TEM images showed that mean diameters of Ag-NPs
were 3.30, 3.80 and 4.80 nm. Electro-optical microscopy revealed
excellent dispersion and interaction between Ag-NPs and PLA films.
The generation of silver nanoparticles was confirmed from the UV-
visible spectra. FT-IR spectra showed that there were no significant
differences between PLA and Ag/PLA-NCs films. The synthesized
Ag/PLA-NCs were stable in organic solution over a long period of
time without sign of precipitation.

Keywords—Nanocomposites, Polylactide, Silver Nanoparticles,
Sodium Borohydride, Transmission Electron Microscopy.

I. INTRODUCTION

POLYMER biomaterials are usually employed, for medi-
cal implant and tissue engineering. These polymer bio-

materials include poly (3-hydroxybutyrate) (PHB), poly (ε-
caprolactone) (PCL), poly (glycolic acid) (PGA) and polylac-
tide (PLA) [1], [2], [3], [4], [5]. For restoring and reconstruct-
ing defected medical tissue and implants, these biomaterials
seem to be beneficial and promising. The following advan-
tages are needed for having an optimal scaffold for medical
applications: suitable for cell adhesion, greatly porous for
transport of nutrients and metabolic waste, biodegradable and
bioresorbable, proliferative. Furthermore, tissue engineering
scaffolds needs to have antibacterial properties because of the
risk of infection [6]. While treating of wound, infection is
a common risk that must be prevented for a better healing
of the wound. Silver and its compounds have been studied
for many years not only for their antibacterial activity, but
also for their low toxicity [7], [8], [9], [10], [11]. Poly-
mers have been employed as stabilizer to provide stability
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for the noble metal nanoparticles against oxidation [12], or
as matrices in nanocomposites, polymers have been used
as stabilizers. In order to give discrete silver nanoparticles,
studies of Ag-NPs in different polymers have been reported.
The examples include the synthesis in polyvinylpyrrolidone
(PVP), poly (vinyl alcohol), hyperbranched polyurethane (HP)
and polyacrylonitrile (PAN) [13], [14], [15], [16]. Due to the
different chemical structures and silver-polymer interactions,
there is considerable variation of the average sizes and shapes
of the silver nanoparticles produced. Natural polymers such
as chitosan, PLA, and starch have received great attention
due to their biocompatibility, biodegradability and non-toxic.
PLA has an extensive medical application including surgical
implants, restorable sutures, wound closure, and controlled
release systems [17], [18], [19], [20]. For these reasons, PLA
was chosen in this study for designing a composition of tissue
engineering scaffold. To date, there has not been any report
of study on PLA by chemical reducing methods, the polymer
of interest in this research. Ag/PLA-NCs were prepared via
chemical reduction method in diphase solvent using silver
nitrate and sodium borohydride as a silver precursor and
reducing agent, respectively.

II. EXPERIMENTAL

All reagents in this work were of analytical grades and used
as received without further purification.

A. Materials

Polylactide (PLA), was supplied by Nature Works 4060D,
(USA), AgNO3 (99.98%) and NaBH4 (98.5%), obtained from
Sigma-Aldrich (USA), N, N-Dimethyl Formamide (DMF,
99.0% and dichloromethane (CH2Cl2,99.0%) were purchased
from Merck (Germany). All aqueous solutions were prepared
using double distilled water.

B. Synthesis Ag/PLA−NCs

PLA was dissolved in a mixed solvent of DMF and CH2Cl2
(1/9 v/v) to achieve a concentration of 10 wt% and different
amounts of AgNO3 (0.8, 1.6 and 3.2g) were added to the
solutions. The AgNO3/PLA solution becomes colourless when
stirred for 48 h in an ice water bath, and 10 ml of NaBH4

aqueous solution (molar ratio of AgNO3/NaBH4 was 1:2)
was added dropwise under vigorous stirring at the same
temperature for 2h. The formation of the Ag-NPs started
in the aqueous phase, but later the nanoparticles transferred
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to the organic phase due to the presence of van der Waals
interactions between the hydroxyl groups of the PLA and
the partial charged surrounded in the surface of the Ag-NPs
[21], [22].The organic phase containing stable Ag-NPs colloid
(8, 16 and 32 wt% respectively) relative weight of PLA was
separated from aqueous phase and shaken with double-distilled
water twice to remove any polar compound. After drying
at room temperature, the Ag/PLA-NCs films were dissolved
in CH2Cl2 and dried using solution-casting technique after
ultrasonicated for 15 min.

C. Characterization

The synthesized of Ag/PLA-NCs were characterized us-
ing XRD, TEM, EOM, UV-vis and FT-IR. Meanwhile, the
structure of the Ag/PLA-NCs was studied using the X-ray
diffraction (XRD, Philips, X′pert, Cu Kα) at a scanning speed
of 2%min. The TEM observations were carried out using
Hitachi H-7100 electron microscope, and the particle size
distributions were determined using the UTHSCSA Image
Tool version 3.00 programme. Electro-optical microscopy
(EOM) observations were carried out by Olympus BX51M
microscope. The UV-vis spectra were recorded over the range
of 300-700 nm with an H.UV 1650 PC-SHIMADZU B, UV-
vis spectrophotometer. FT-IR spectra were recorded over the
range of (400-4000) cm−1 with a Perkin Elmer 1650, FT-IR
spectrophotometer.

III. RESULTS AND DISCUTION

A. X-ray diffraction

The XRD patterns of PLA and Ag/PLA-NCs are shown in
Figure 1. In addition to the broad diffraction peak centered at
16.25 which can be assigned to PLA, five crystalline peaks
are observed at the 2θ of 38.18, 44.30, 64.55,77.54 and
81.71. They are attributed to the (111), (200), (220), (311)
and (222) crystallographic planes of face-centered cubic (fcc)
silver crystals, respectively (XRD Ref. No. 01-087-0718) [23].
The XRD peak broadenings of Ag-NPs are mostly due to the
presence of nano-sized particles in the nanocomposites [24].
The silver crystalline peak intensities also increase with the
increase in the percentage of Ag-NPs in PLA, which implies
that the Ag-NPs are embedded in the PLA.

B. UV-visible spectroscopy

After the addition of reducing agent, the colour of the
solution (AgNO3/PLA) turned light brown, brown and dark
brown for 8, 16 and 32wt% of Ag-NPs respectively (Figure
2a-b). The generation of Ag-NPs can be identified from the
UV-vis spectra (Figure 3) where the characteristic of the silver
surface plasmon resonance (SPR) bands are found at around
400 nm. These absorption bands are presumably corresponding
to the Ag-NPs smaller than 10 nm [25], [26]. Nonetheless,
there is no characteristic UV-vis absorption of Ag-NPs before
the addition of NaBH4 into PLA/AgNO3 (Figure 3a), while the
growth of the plasmon peak at 433 nm indicates the formation
of Ag-NPs (Figure 3b). The absorption peaks for the 16 and
32 wt% of Ag-NPs (Figure 3c-d) are slightly shifted to the
lower wavelength (424 nm) indicating that mean diameters of
Ag-NPs have increased [27].

Fig. 1. XRD patterns of PLA (a), Ag/PLA-NCs at 8 (b), 16 (c), 32 (d) wt%
Ag-NPs.

Fig. 2. Photograph of AgNO3/PLA (a), Ag/PLA-NCs at 8 (b), 16 (c), 32
(d) wt% Ag-NPs.

C. Morphology

Figure 4 illustrates the TEM, size distribution and EOM
images of Ag/PLA-NCs films containing different amounts
of Ag-NPs. TEM image and their size distribution show that
the mean diameters and standard deviation of Ag-NPs (8,
16 and 32 wt% relative to PLA) are 3.30±0.78, 3.80±0.85
and 4.80±1.15 nm respectively. Furthermore, this confirms
the uniform distribution of the Ag-NPs in the PLA matrix,
although particles seem to aggregate to some extent. The
observation could be attributed to a strong interaction be-
tween Ag-NPs and PLA molecular chains, which promoted
phase separation of polymer, thus preventing Ag-NPs from
coagulating in the reduction process. TEM images show that
with the increased percentages of Ag-NPs in the polymeric
matrix, particle diameters and standard deviation are increased.
Meanwhile, EOM confirmed that with increasing Ag-NPs
percentage in PLA, external surfaces of polymers become
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Fig. 4. TEM images, their corresponding size distributions and EOM images of Ag/PLA-NCs at different wt% of Ag-NPs; 8 (a-c), 16 (d-f) and 32 (g-i).

Fig. 3. UV-visible spectra of PLA (a), Ag/PLA-NCs at 8 (b), 16 (c), 32 (d)
wt% Ag-NPs.

spherulitic morphology and more shining.

D. FT-IR analysis

FT-IR spectroscopy was used to characterize the interaction
between the Ag-NPs with PLA. Figure 5 shows FT-IR peaks
for PLA and Ag/PLA-NCs (8, 16, and 32 wt% relative to
PLA). The peaks at 1177 (1071), 2989 (2936) and 3502 cm−1

were assigned to the C−O, C−H (double) and O−H stretching
of the −CH(CH3)−OH end group of PLA, respectively. The
splitting of the C=O carbonyl stretching at ca. 1744 cm−1

might be due to the presence of −CH−CO−O− group. The
peaks at 1448, and 1356 cm−1 were assigned −CH3, and
−CH− bending including symmetric and asymmetric, bending
[28], [29]. The interactions between PLA chain molecules and
Ag-NPs are associated with the peak at 3493 cm−1. Broad
peak is due to the presence of van der Waals interactions
between the hydroxyl groups of PLA and the partial positive
charge on the surface the Ag-NPs [30].

IV. CONCLUSION

A simple way to prepare uniform size of Ag-NPs in PLA
by reacting different percentages of nanoparticles in PLA
with sodium borohydride as reducing agent was developed.
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Fig. 5. FT-IR spectra of PLA (a), Ag/PLA-NCs at 8 (b), 16 (c), 32 (d) wt%
Ag-NPs.

The average diameters of the Ag-NPs are between 3.30, 3.80
and 4.80 nm with well-crystallized structures, and Ag-NPs
diameters increase with increasing amount of AgNO3 added.
XRD analysis confirms that crystallographic planes of the
silver crystal are the face-centered cubic (fcc) types. UV-vis
absorption spectra show peaks characteristic of the surface
plasmon resonance of Ag-NPs. FT-IR shows that interactions
exist between molecules of PLA and Ag-NPs. The synthesized
Ag/PLA-NCs colloids in the organic solvent were stable over
a long period of time without any sign of precipitation.
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